
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 

Illinois OSHA 

Lincoln Tower Plaza 

524 South 2nd Street, Suite 400 

Springfield, IL 62701 

Phone: 217-782-9386 Fax: 217-785-8776 

E-mail: DOL.Safety@illinois.gov 

 
 

April 5, 2022 

 

 

Mr. Skip Lee - Mayor  

City of Sterling – Fire Department 

212 3rd Avenue 

Sterling, Illinois 61081 

 

Re: IL OSHA Inspection 1567974 

 

Dear Mr. Lee, 

 

On December 10, 2021, IL OSHA conducted a partial scope investigation into the events that 

occurred, and resulted in the death of a firefighter on or about December 4, 2021 at: 

 

10031 Ridge Road 

Rock Falls, Illinois  
 

This serves as a hazard alert notification for items that may pose a workplace hazard to 

employees and should be voluntarily corrected in the interest of public employee safety. 

 

1. On Saturday, December 4, 2021, at 8:36 AM the fire chief called and left a voicemail message 

at the Chicago office of the Illinois Department of Labor. On December 6, 2021, IL OSHA 

sent an email to the Fire Chief, stating that we received his voicemail message and requested 

that he call our intake line at 217-782-7860 to submit a formal report in accordance with 56 

Ill. Administrative Code 350.410. 

 

On December 6, 2021, the assigned inspector received an email from the city administrator, 

stating that "this issue has taken a back seat for a moment." "Please allow the SFD some 

additional time allowed to complete the required tasks before revisiting with them if at all 

possible. It's the most extenuating of circumstances". 

 

On December 8, 2021, we had no response from the employer; IL OSHA sent a second email 

to the employer (City Administrator & Fire Chief) requesting that they self-report the fatality. 

 

IL OSHA received the formal notification on December 10, 2021, at 10:55 AM.  

 

Any city employee could have reported the fatality. The city has a responsibility to report 

fatalities promptly so that an investigation can be opened as soon as possible, if warranted. 

Because of the City’s actions, the investigation was not opened for six days. It is 

recommended that a formal reporting process be implemented for the City of Sterling.  

 



 

2. The countywide 911 communications system lacks the capability to receive portable radio 

communications from outlining areas of the county. This puts first responders at risk if they 

are unable to communicate with the dispatch center in an emergency. NFPA 1225, Standard 

for Emergency Services Communication, requires the Authority Having Jurisdiction to ensure 

that, “Communications system design shall be such that a portable radio is capable of 

operating within the dispatch area outside of buildings without the use of mobile radio 

frequency amplifiers.” 

 

3. The command staff failed to document critical events at the fire scene. The department 

notified the communications center when they were on the scene, communicated with the 

dispatch center when additional manpower was requested, and when the fire was determined 

to be under control. The command staff failed to document the time the floor collapsed, time 

of the mayday, when a firefighter was designated as missing, the exact time the firefighter 

was located, and time the firefighter was removed from the dwelling. This documentation is 

imperative to have and is considered basic command information and knowledge. 

 

The following resources are available to assist you in controlling hazards and continually improving 

workplace safety and health: 

 

• The Illinois On-Site Safety & Health Consultation Program provides free and confidential 

safety and health advice.  They may be contacted at 800-972-4216. 

• Federal OSHA internet web page: www.osha.gov 

• IL OSHA internet web page: www.osha.illinois.gov  

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact IL OSHA at DOL.Safety@illinois.gov.  Thank 

you for your continued interest for a safe and healthful workplace. 

 

Respectfully,  

 

 

 

 

Victor Brame 

IL OSHA Enforcement Manager, North 

 

Encl: Incident Report 

cc:  Michael Dettman 

       Scott Shumard 

       Art Thompson 

 Kurt Landis 

 Adrian Avelar 

 Ken Zollinger 

 
 

 


